


BORN UNDER A LUCKY STAR

The following was submitted by Mignon Fletcher Davis and is from a letter written
by Miss Jennie May Booth to her first cousin, Mrs. Davis' mother, in 1965, from
~Tacoma, Washington. Jennie May was 73 and had spent her life looking after her
>rother, Ray (or Reuben), keeping house and raising his motherless child.

Ray had an unexpected windfall. | was reminded of Shakespeare's ''What's in a
name? A rose by.any other, etc.'" Well there is quite a bit in a name if you have
to prove you are the guy that bears it. This is the story.

When the piece appeared in the paper saying that they had reduced the number
of quarters you had to have to draw social security, Ray remembered that he had
paid into social security while working in Seattle before we moved to Tacoma in
1940, so he decided to write and see if he could collect anything--not that we
especially needed it for with his $225 per month gov't pension (after his medical
is taken out) and the interest on our savings, we do very well in spite of the
fact he was tossing money around like a drunken sailor for awhile.

He found out that he had five quarters where he on]y needed three so all he
had to do was produce the proof of his age. !

This may surprise you, and it certainly has always been a mystery to me, but
when Ray was working for the gov't during World War I! and also the Korean War
and was handling top secret coded orders for shipment of cquipment, etc., he
never had to produce anything but his word as to what he was and who he was. He
said they probably investigated, but how could they. He changed his name and

that not legally so how could they? Of course he was perfectly safe for if ever
"~ there was a clam, it is him.

If you remember when | got my birth certificate after the war in 1952, !
asked him if he didn't want to get one then and he said, '"What in h--- do | want
one for, | am not going anywhere.'" and so he didn't bother to get one.

Now if you think you can change your name a couple of times although always
retaining the Booth and the same R. V. initials, and change your birthplace
although always giving the state of Kansas, and juggle your age to make you older
when young and younger when older and not end up with a mess you are sure mis-
taken. His military papers, the U.S. Census, and his social security all were
different. He couldn't get a birth certificate because like me he had to produce
two people at least five years older than he to swear he was who he said he was.
At 74 there aren't too many of those people around. Finally S.S. matched up
enough to accept the fact that he was as old as he said he was, so yesterday he
got a check for $725 back payments from the time he retired from the depot, and

he gets $47 per month from now on. Don't tell me he wasn't born under a lucky
star.
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SEMINAR AT SMITHSONIAN

From November 16=-21, the Smithsonian Institution of Washington, D.C. will offer
a seminar:

"Genealogical Research: How To," A comprehensive series of lectures
will be supplemented by tours designed to acquaint participants
with the vast genealogical resources at the National Archives, the
Library of Congress. and the headquarters of the D.A.R. For
further information about course content, accommodations and fees,
write Selected Studies A & I 1190A. Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C. 20560.
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Submitted by Russell V. Carr
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Marriages and Deaths, 1820 to 1830, Abstracted from Extant
Georgia Newspapers

Burns Fuller Remembers: Fenton, My Home Town

Descendants of Thomas Horton of Springfield

The Huguenot Migration in Europe and America, Its Cause
and Effect

Merritt, Lynch and Allied Families

Echoes from the Foothills: History of Overton, Jackson and
Fentress Counties (Tenn.)

A History of the Congregational Church of Ann Arbor Michigan,
1847-1949

My Immigrant Ancestors: Fuller, Freeman, Aldrich, Page

George Washington's Expense Account

Plymouth Adventure

A Sketch of William Beardsley

Genealogy of Philip Stoops Prepared for Wheeler and Stoops
Reunion

Binford Family Genealogy

Resolved Waldron's Descendants: Vanderpoel Branch
Russ Family Genealogy

Ancestors and Descendants of Karl Eaton Parks of Woburn, Mass.
The Wyckoff Family in America

The 01d World Progenitors of the Wyckoff Family
Emigration to Canada. Narrative of a Voyage to Quebec
Geographic Dictionary of Connecticut and Rhode Island
Tennessee Tombstone Inscriptions and Manuscripts
Lipscomb 300 Years in America 1679-1979

Simplified Genealogy for Americans

Tennessee Bible Records and Marriage Bonds

Citizens of the Republic of Texas

Family Search of Clarence Rice Owens

Vestiges of the Venerable City

Ridgways U.S.A.
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Marriage and Death Notices from Upper S.C. Newspapers
Anderson County
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The Furman Legend
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St. James': 01d Herring Creeke Parish Annarundel County,
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Battles and Leaders of the Civil War

The Royal Family

The Family of Samuel Wyss in America

From Lexington to Liberty

Mayflower Families through Five Generatioms, Vol. 3

Forgotten Heroes of Delaware

Topliff's Travels

Letters from Lee's Army
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The Life and Adventures of Daniel Boone

The Family of John Page of Haverhill, Mass.
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Three Volumes

Folks of Elkhorn Church
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Genealogical Data Relating to the German Settlers of
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CREED

OUR LIVES are the gift of oun
many

OUR GOALS ane Zo penpetuate
their names and activities.
presenve that left o us.

OUR LOVE %o extend both backward
and forward, 40 that

OUR CHILDREN may feel close o
thein folk and their land.

OUR OUTY is %o share all
gathened information, while

OUR HOPE is to internesit oithens
and to ad4ist each memben.

"The lines are fallen unto me in
pleasant places; yea, J have a
goodly heritage.”

: Psalms 76:6



